


 Although WW2 ended in 1945 
Britain still bore its scars. 
Rationing only came to an 
end 10 years later.

 The baby boom was coming to an 
end in 1950.

 Korean war – the UK opted to 
help the US in beating the 
communist part of Korea to 
prevent the domino effect (a 
theory that related to the cold 
war).



 Between 1955-1960 the 
average weekly earning rose 
by 34%

 As a result, items viewed as 
luxurious before the war 
were no longer constricted 
to the wealthiest in society. 
People expected to have TVs, 
fridges, music systems and 
cars.

 Due to post-war 
regeneration 
schemes (many of 
which originated in 
the US), a world 
wide economic 
boom happened. 



 The period 
started with 
Labour’s defeat 
by the 
Conservatives in 
the 1951 
general election. 
Winston 
Churchill 
became prime 
minister.

 The Conservative 
election slogan was 
to “Set the People 
Free”, advocating 
the idea of greater 
self-control as 
opposed to a more 
socialist state 
control.

 The new housing 
minister promised 
to build more 
houses. People 
were able to fill 
them with 
consumer goods.



 1953 – Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation was televised 
for the first time and people crowded into houses to 
watch. Nobody really realised TV’s potential until the 
live broadcast – it even increased TV sales! On the 
same day, the news of a group of British explorers 
who climbed to the top of mount Everest reached the 
UK.

 1959 – the Mini is launched 
and becomes the best 
selling British car of all 
time. In the same year 
Britain’s first motorway, the 
M1 between Birmingham 
and London, was opened.

 1952 – the first jet 
aeroplane to carry 
passengers (Comet) began a 
regular passenger service, 
launching commercial air 
travel.  It was a small jet and 
couldn’t carry many people 
at once.

 1957 – space race began with the Soviet 
Union launching the first vehicle to orbit 
Earth: Sputnik 1.

 1955: introduction 
of commercial 
television.

 1956 – the first 
computer hard disk 
is used.



 1950 – credit card

 1951 – superglue

 1954 – the first non-stick pan

 1955 – Lego

 1956 – Velcro

 1956 – hovercraft

 1959 - Barbie



 The increasing popularity of TV exposed Britons to American pop 
culture. American entertainment was also all over Britain e.g: 
Blackboard Jungle, Rock Around The Clock, Elvis Presley etc. Basically, 
there was a lot of American influence during this time.

Word Origin/meaning

Apple (core) Cockney rhyming slang for 'score'.

Chuffed Pleased, delighted. Compare with 'dischuffed' and 
'chuffed to buggery'.

Filth The police.

Give someone a 
bell

To telephone someone (originated in the U.S.).

Gogglebox An informal term for the television.

 Other words introduced to our lexicon during 
the 50s were: nerd, party-pooper (both from 
America) and rave (which only really took on the 
meaning we’re familiar with in the 1980s).

 Some words were brought back e.g: boffin 
(clever person) and rag (to tease).



 U = upper class

 Non-U = not upper class

 1954: Alan S.C Ross, professor 
of linguistics at Birmingham 
university, drew attention to the 
differences in language 
between classes.

 His ideas were elaborated on by 
others, with particular attention 
to lexis (see table). Some of the 
differences might still remain 
current and usable as class 
indicators.

U Non-U

Bike or Bicycle Cycle

Dinner Jacket Dress Suit

Vegetables Greens

Ice Ice Cream

Scent Perfume

They've a very nice house. They have (got) a lovely home.

Ill (in bed) Sick (in bed)

Looking-glass Mirror

Chimneypiece Mantelpiece

Graveyard Cemetery

Spectacles Glasses

False Teeth Dentures

Die Pass on

Mad Mental

Jam Preserve

Napkin Serviette

Sofa Settee or Couch

Lavatory or Loo Toilet

Rich Wealthy

What? Pardon?

Good health Cheers

Lunch Dinner (for midday meal)

Pudding Sweet

Drawing-room Lounge

Writing-paper Note-paper

How d'you do? Pleased to meet you

Wireless Radio



 Craze for yo-yos, 3D spectacles, I-Spy 
books and hoola hoops in the late 50s.

 Clothes rationing ended prior to the 50s 
and women wanted dresses and skirts 
made with lots of fabric to make up for 
the meagre amounts during the war.

 Pop art started in London in the mid 
50s, the best known example being 
Andy Warhol’s work. Pop art took mass 
media and everyday life as its subject 
matter.

 Mass culture – Jazz, rock ‘n’ roll, new 
films and TV became known as this and 
were slowly accepted by the upper class.

 Increased availability of cheap colour 
magazine e.g: National Geographic, Life 
offered advertising for luxury items, 
most of which originated in America. 
This contributed to the Americanisation 
of British culture and material during 
this era (some viewed this as cultural 
degeneration). 

 Other popular types of music during the 
50s were: jive and skiffle. Popular 
singers were Elvis Presley and Bill Haley.

 New cultural forms such 
as cinema and pop music 
(an emerging genre being 
rock ‘n’ roll) began to be 
treated with the same 
seriousness as high 
culture.



 Jeans started to become trendy.

 The circle skirt was popular for rock ‘n’ roll 
and Jive dancing.

 Trousers became more popular for women.

 There were no qualms about wearing fur.

 Girls aspired to look like movie stars. This 
was especially reflected in hairstyles.

 The Chanel suit (just below the knee skirt and 
a collarless jacket) became the standard 
formal look for women at all social levels.

 Film stars introduced denim jeans 

 The consumer economy meant that British 
teens could afford their own style (different 
from their parents’).



 Cohabitation was frowned upon.

 Average number of children per family was 2.2 in 1952.

 During this period Britain invited workers from the Caribbean to fill job 
vacancies to help rebuild post-war Britain. The migration also brought 
altered forms of English back to England resulting in dialects such as 
London Jamaican or Bradford Asian English.

Race Class Gender

The rise in racial violence 
correlated with the rise in 
immigration. 

The class boundaries began to 
blur due to the state-funded 
education system. 

It was unlikely for a mother to 
work outside the home.

Many areas in London, 
Birmingham and Nottingham 
experienced riots in reaction to 
the foreign newcomers.

By the mid 1950s only 1 man in 3 
had the same social status by 
occupation as his father.

Women married so young that 
educators worried about having 
time to adequately educate them 
for the workforce.

Women’s magazines encouraged 
women to stay at home after WW2 
so the men would be in full 
employment after fighting in the 
war.


